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Komaii chieftain who was laying siege to the capital of Iris

own clear land, as he had hoped,, but despite heroic efforts
had been unable, to lay siege to Rome. For years lie had
acted the manly part; he had sought in vain to win back the
favor of the capricious nymph. Now the last hope had fled.
He must return home to conquer the invader at his own
doors, or see his country once more humbled to a greater
degradation than before.

Hannibal accomplished a difficult military feat in saving
his army in Bruttium. Curiously enough, ho wan not seriously
interfered with during his operation, despite that the senate
had ordered the Roman army in his front to attack him. If
It did so, we have no record of It. Perchance Hannibal's
measures were too well taken to warrant Interference, Va-
lerius Anteas states that the Komans fought a battle, with
Hannibal In which five thousand Carthaginians were slain.
But there an*, no other records of such an action, and Llvy
doxibts It Ifunnlbal cml)arkcd at Crotona and brought his
army safely to Africa. lie left a fow small garrisons behind
to protect his movement, which the consul later reduced;
and on his own ships, for Carthage sent him no fleet, and
not covered by the trace existing between Hcipio and Oar-
thage, but by IUH own skill and rapidity, he embarked for
Castra Hanniballa.

Hannibal had been obliged to kill his horses for lack of
transportation. That he killed those Italians in bis army who
refused to accompany him to Africa w not to be credited, lie
could persuade many and force the rest aboard, and did In fact
do 80. That many wont against their will IB an additional
reason for his having such poo? material in his ranks at
Zaraa- Hannibal reached tho African continent In safely,
with some twenty-four thousand men, disembarked at Leptis
towards the end of tho year B* o. 203, and wintered sit Hadru*
metuxn.ngand dispersed the rest, the camp of Hasdrubalolated a truce, nor is there an instanceo. 204. His
